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North Korea has invested heavily in nuclear weapons program for the last 64 years since the end of the Korean War. They view the program as an essential symbol of national identity. Kim Jong-un believes the power of nuclear weapons and the potential damage they can do is a form of deterrence from invasion by the U.S.; he does not trust the Americans. The weapons also give North Korea better chances at diplomacy; a tactic borrowed from China during the Cold War. Iran, on its part, has claimed that its decision to test its nuclear weapons is for peaceful purposes and continuous development of its defensive capabilities[footnoteRef:1]. The country made clear that the missiles that are being tested are just the conventional ones and not designed for nuclear warheads that are typical in Israel, Europe, and the U.S. However, there is the political role in the weapons testing as the government in Iran does not seem to be centralized. [1:  Ian E, Rinehart. Mary Beth D. Nikitin, and Emma Chanlett-Avery. "North Korea: US Relations, Nuclear Diplomacy, and Internal Situation." In Congressional Research Service, CRS Report for Congress, vol. 41259. 2016] 

Individual countries have responded to the nuclear weapons testing by reevaluating their policies on ballistic missile testing.  Countries, such as Canada, have tightened their security protocol by strengthening territorial defense against all risks including threats from ballistic missiles, cruise missiles, and any future technologies[footnoteRef:2]. Canada is also working with the U.S. for the modernization of NORAD (North American Aerospace Defense). However, the government of Canada has chosen to distance itself from the U.S anti-ballistic missiles program based on a policy made by Prime Minister Paul Martin a decade ago. Other countries have administered economic and sanctions on these two countries[footnoteRef:3]. But, the effectiveness of these sanctions has been minimal due to the failure of some countries to uphold them and the willingness of some companies to defy them. [2:  Murray, Brewster. North Korea nuclear threat renews debate on Canada's participation in U.S. missile defence]  [3:  Evan, Solomon. Should Canada help in North Korean standoff? September 3, 2017] 

The UN Security Council has administered some sanction resolutions to North Korea in response to its nuclear testing activities. The council has prohibited any of its member states from selling any heavy weaponry to North Korea, material that could facilitate their development in nuclear technology, luxury goods. Member states are also expected to freeze funds designated to support the North Korea weapons program and restrict any financial credit to the country unless it is for humanitarian purposes[footnoteRef:4]. NATO leaders have urged nations to fully implement the UN sanctions on the countries testing Nuclear weapons to pressure them to stop these programs[footnoteRef:5]. [4:  Kelsey, Davenport. UN Security Council Resolutions on North Korea. January 03, 2017.]  [5:  David, Brunnstrom. NATO leaders urge continuation of 'decisive pressure' on North Korea. Edited by Mark Potter.] 

The nuclear weapons testing have severe ramifications on the health of people in regions where they fall. The nuclear material contaminates the environment and disrupts biological organisms and their ecosystem. The release of radiations from the weapons has been known to mutations that lead to cancers and developmental anomalies during fetal growth[footnoteRef:6]. This is why the sites where these tests are administered are deserts and other places that are inhabitable to humans with limited organism diversity. [6:  Erik, Gartzke and Matthew Kroenig. "Nukes with numbers: empirical research on the consequences of nuclear weapons for international conflict." Annual Review of Political Science 19 (2016): 397-412] 

The international community has remained adamant that North Korea and Iran must desert their nuclear testing programs if they are to associate harmoniously with the rest of the world. It has commended the sanctions by the UN Security Council to convince the two countries that what they are doing is against the international security policies and they will continue to suffer the consequences unless they agree to yield[footnoteRef:7]. The available options to safeguard against nuclear threats from the two countries include pressurizing them to enter into treaties to dismantle the nuclear testing sites and develop counter-response technologies to the missiles to neutralize their effects in case the countries fail to yield to the international community demands. I believe the best course of action is to convince the two countries to abandon the testing programs; this would save the world of unnecessary war and promote peace across the globe. The international community should consider the fears that these countries have; for example, the North Korean government does not trust the Americans and use the nuclear threat as leverage for diplomatic purposes. [7:  Eleanor, ALbert. What to Know About Sanctions on North Korea. February 25, 2019] 
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